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My Life as a Career Woman and a Single Seahorse Parent 
 

For a long time now, I have kept freshwater fish, invertebrates and am currently keeping four reef tanks 

with all sorts of marine life.  The Lined Seahorse (Hippocampus erectus) is a relatively new and fun 

addition to my fish room.  The genus term "Hippocampus" is derived from the Ancient Greek word 

άhipposέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ϦƘƻǊǎŜϦ ŀƴŘ άkamposέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴ ϦǎŜŀ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊϦΦ  (1)  Let me tell 

you the story of balancing my busy work life, two children and raising my very own baby sea monsters. 
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Generally, in terms of seahorse husbandry, the medium-ƭŀǊƎŜ [ƛƴŜŘ {ŜŀƘƻǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ άǎƛƳǇƭŜǊέ ǎŜŀƘƻrse 

species to maintain in the aquarium environment in that they are robust and not complicated to feed. 

They are also a lot of fun because they are social creatures--- interacting not only with each other, but 

also with you.  This particular species offers the widest range of colours, ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ άƳƛǊǊƻǊέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ 

their environment, including their preferred hitching posts (i.e., objects they cling to) and one another.  

Their colour spectrum may range from duller browns and greys to varying unique shades of green, 

brown, yellow, white, grey, orange, pink and red. These seahorses grow to about 20cm ό    уέύ ŀƴŘ 

άǇǊŜŦŜǊέ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ нм/ ό  70 F) but, in the wild, live in sub-tropical to temperate 

waters.  This species is native to the Atlantic Ocean from Nova Scotia, Canada down the Eastern 

seaboard of the USA, the Caribbean Sea and beyond to Uruguay, South America. (2) In captivity, a 30g 

tank would be the smallest tank in which to suitably house a pair. Seahorses are vertical swimmers, so 

the tall tanks are best for them and, as they are neither strong swimmers nor competitive feeders, they 

are perhaps best kept in a species only tank, but with careful research compatibility, they can be housed 

with others.  I keep mine with some pipefish which resemble elongated seahorses (see photo below). (3) 

 

 

 I was enthusiastic to breed my seahorses again, but had become well aware of the massive time 

commitment involved from past experiences. There is a learning curve.  I now feel I have acquired 

enough experience breeding them such that I can offer some useful advice.  My male has given birth 

before but if you are not home at the time of birth, the results may well be dismal in that the fry may be 

sucked into the filter.  Counter-intuitively, I find the more babies he has, the less survive.  This may be 

because a smaller batch results in healthier fry or because too many fry in the grow-out tank  leads to 

overstocking issues.  I feed my mature seahorses small live grass shrimp and believe this also leads to 

healthier specimens and offspring. While raising Lined Seahorse fry is by no means simple, and there are 

many ways to raise them, my personal challenge was to devise a process that would dovetail with my 

demanding work schedule as I work 12 hour nightshifts, 7 days consecutively. 
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Seahorses are unique aquatic 

creatures in that they remain with 

the same mating partner for life. 

The seahorse couple charmingly 

nuzzle heads every morning as a 

means of reaffirming their 

relationship to one another. (4)  

Sexing a seahorse is as simple as 

establishing the presence of a 

brood pouch.  Only males have a 

pouch visible in the lower front of 

the abdomen below the anal fin. 

Breeding them is not difficult 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ άƭƛƪŜέ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  Lƴ 

wintertime, you can leave the tank 

lights on longer to simulate spring 

as a means of encouraging mating 

(See mating dance 

https://www.facebook.com/St-

Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-

Society-565883823470381/).  My 

pair mated before long and the 

female accomplished the transfer 

ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŜƎƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜΩǎ ǇƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎǎ 

on the substrate. When successful, the gestation period of the Hippocampus Erectus male is about 18 

days, but this may vary. (5)  See the overall lifecycle of the seahorse at right (6) or have a detailed look at 

the following slide show: https://prezi.com/wsw27scdna4x/life-cycle-of-a-seahorse/ 

When the seahorse father expelled the babies from his pouch, I immediately turned off the filters and 

ǇǳƳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀƴƪ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǿƛƳƳŜǊǎ όǎee a 

seahorse birthing video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zaBOtjo_zk). He gave birth to 32 fry and 

16 survived.  Filters, wave makers, and protein skimmers are all dangerous to the frail tiny fry. While the 

ǎŜŀƘƻǊǎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊȅΣ Ƴȅ ǇƛǇŜŦƛǎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Pipefish are slightly more aggressive than seahorses and excellent hunters.   I proceeded to scoop out 

the babies with a plastic cup and removed them to a 5 gallon bucket. I had planned ahead and set up a 

10 gallon grow-out tank which was cycled and ready to go as part of my design to streamline the 

efficiency of breeding the seahorses. This 10 gallon tank is bare bottom (no sand) for ease of frequent 

cleaning, with plenty of live rock and blade grass (Caulerpa prolifera macroalgae). Macroalgae  (i.e., 

large aquatic photosynthetic plants) grows on the live rock and offers the babies many places to hitch on 

to right away.  I also incorporated a variety of plastic tank décor in the fry tank for this purpose. All 

ǎŜŀƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƴŜŜŘ άƘƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘǎέΤ  ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

they are resting. Not having these resting places is actually stressful for them.  Additionally, both the live 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
https://prezi.com/wsw27scdna4x/life-cycle-of-a-seahorse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zaBOtjo_zk
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rock and the macroalgae serve to keep the tank water clean over time.  I would need every bit of help to 

ensure very clean tank water. The smaller fry tank makes it simpler for them to find their brine shrimp 

food and there are harmful pests (i.e. hydroids and/or aiptasia - a nuisance anemone) that can hitchhike 

on the brine shrimp eggs.  You would not want these pests in your display tank but they are more easily 

controlled for in the fry tank. I treat the 10g tank with Fenbendazole (brand name of Panacur) when 

those pests start showing up (and they will) at a dose of 1mg/gallon every other day x 3 doses. 

Before adding the seahorse babies, I took out half of the water in my 10 gallon fry tank and replaced it 

with some water froƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀƴƪΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ мл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΣ 

ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ŧƛƭƭ ŀ мл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ ǘŀƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀƴƪΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ are first born than they do 

ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǎŀƭǘǿŀǘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ōƻǊƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƛƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǇŜ ǿŜƭƭ 

with currents. For that reason, I relied on two air lines with only hard tubing to aerate their tank and 

waited until the babies became larger before adding small sponge filters to these air lines. The grow-out 

tank was equipped with a T5 light on the top to keep the blade grass growing. 

Seahorses do not have stomachs and it is recommended that they are fed four times per day and at a 

minimum twice a day.  Many seahorse breeders vacuum the fry tank after each feeding of live food to 

maintain water quality. The small volume of water in the fry tank means that any frozen food not eaten 

will rapidly translate into a dangerous spike in the ammonia level. Pristine water quality is vital.  
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Both feeding and ensuring excellent water quality are demanding of your time as the breeder.  To 

simplify feeding the fry and meet their need for four feedings per day, I used a TOM Continuous Hatch 'N 

Feeder brine shrimp hatchery (see hatchery video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCVe_ikNeVA).  It 

provided a constant supply of brine shrimp in the aquarium 

for 12-13 hours per day while I was away at work. To keep 

the hatchery working, I only had to add a scoop of brine 

shrimp eggs daily. It is preferable to have two hatcheries 

ready to use because when one becomes dirty it can be 

removed and the other one can take over. Ensure you start 

the new clean hatchery 24 hours before you remove the dirty 

one such that the fry are never wanting for food. Each 

hatchery typically required cleaning every 3-4 days. 

At 8 weeks of age, I started converting the fry from the brine 

shrimp diet to frozen mysis. To accomplish this, I set a small 

clear, glass bowl with high sides in the centre of the tank and 

used a large hard plastic tube with a turkey baster to place 

the finely chopped up mysis shrimp into it. Soon a baby 

seahorse would find and sample the mysis shrimp and the others would follow suit.  The transition to 

eating mysis should be a gradual process, so I continued to offer brine shrimp in the tank all the while.  

The small bowl  was instrumental  when used as a feeder station instead of sprinkling the mysis around 

the aquarium as this served to keep the tank clean by enabling me to easily remove the bowl and any 

uneaten food. I would put the mysis 

shrimp in the bowl in the morning and 

remove both the bowl and any remaining 

uneaten food in it in the evening. 

Generally, my fry tank required cleaning 

minimally twice a week.  I would clean 

the tank and restock the shrimp hatchery 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ άƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǳǘέ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 

way the shrimp hatchery would have time 

to work overnight and create more brine 

shrimp for the fry to eat the next day.   

My procedure for cleaning the grow-out 

tank involved two 5g buckets. One bucket 

housed the items in the tank such as the 

hatcheries, rocks, plants and sponge 

filters that required scrubbing. The other bucket would be filled with 5g of water siphoned from the fry 

tank to temporarily house the babies. The fry were removed carefully with a plastic cup to the housing 

bucket and later placed back in their grow-out tank by the same means after cleaning was complete. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCVe_ikNeVA
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I would scrub all the items and even use my fingers to 

clean the macroalgae. All the old water would be emptied 

out of the tank and the aquarium would be completely 

scrubbed down.  After the grow out tank was clean and 

the décor, rocks, plants, hatcheries, air lines, and sponges 

set back in place, it would then be time to add back about 

5g of water.  Now, if the fry are younger than one month 

of age, my recommendation is to add 5 gallons of water 

ǎƛǇƘƻƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀƴƪΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 

month, you have the option of mixing new saltwater (S.G. 

1.020-1.022) to add to the grow-out tank (9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ 

Specific Gravity or S.G. measures the relative salinity or 

amount of dissolved salts in the tank water versus pure 

water. Most hobbyists use a simple hydrometer or a 

refractometer to measure salinity). When the aquarium is 

half-way full with new water, the seahorse babies, and 

the water they have been temporarily housed in, may be 

added back to fill up the remainder of the tank.  

When the babies grew larger and were completely converted to frozen food, I transferred them to an 

established 45g aquarium. The 45g has a sponge cover on the intake of the filter and the filter is the only 

water movement for this tank. There are no wave makers or pumps whatsoever to prevent over-

agitation. I do not use brine shrimp as food in the 45g so as to prevent any pests like aiptasia (i.e. a 

nuisance anemone) or hydroids from invading via the brine shrimp eggs.  The Fenbendazole treatment 

to control the pests will harm my invertebrates and corals so I do not use it in the 45 gallon. 

YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǎŜŀƘƻǊǎŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀǎ ǇǳŦŦŜǊǎ ςƭŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ-- 

puffers are messy eaters!  The experience of raising the fry was thoroughly an enjoyable challenge, and 

it was a special moment to re-introduce them to their parents at 4 months of age.  The parents seemed 

to rejoice and the father carefully examined each baby (see video https://www.facebook.com/St-

Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/). Seahorses are very social and it seems the 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ will be difficult for me to rehome them, 

ōǳǘ ŀ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǎǘŜǇΦ L Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘŜƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǇŀƛǊǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ƎǊƻwn especially fond of 

one I ƴŀƳŜŘ άCǳȊȊy-WuȊȊƛŜέ (above) ς she has a home, not only in my aquarium, but also in my heart.  

Article & Seahorse Photos By: Darlyn Kerner                         

1.Duvernoy, HM (2005). "Introduction". The Human Hippocampus (3rd ed.). Berlin: Springer-Verlag. p. 1. ISBN 3-540-23191-9. 
2.Bester, C. Hippocampus erectus, Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida, 2017 
3.Childs, S. Pipefish Photo Creative Commons, Attribution 2 Generic, 
    Uploaded from http://flickr.com/photo/11076453@N00/2651565681 
4. Animal Diversity Web (January, 2007)  
    http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/accounts/information/Hippocampus_erectus.html 
рΦ ǊŜŜŦǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ άƘƛǇǇƻŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŜǊŜŎǘǳǎέ  ŦƻǊǳƳ                                                                                                                                                                            
6 Seahorse.Lifecycle based on - Look, Katrien J. W. Van; Dzyuba, Borys; Cliffe, Alex; Koldewey, Heather J.; Holt, William V. (2007-02-01).    
"Dimorphic sperm and the unlikely route to fertilisation in the yellow seahorse. Journal of Experimental Biology 210 (3): 432ς437. (CC0 1.0) 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
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Much Ado About Fish: Upcoming Events 
 
 

¶ *CAOAC EVENTS https://www.caoac.ca/calendar.html 

¶ Apr 2           Barrie Region Aquarium Society Auction http://www.1brass.com/ 

¶ Apr 9           Durham & Region Aquarium Society Aquariama 

¶ Apr 14-15   Pet Expo 

¶ Apr 22         Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction 

¶ Apr 30         aƻƴǘǊŞŀƭ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴκ {ƻŎƛŞǘŞ ŘΩ!ǉǳŀǊƛƻǇƘƛƭƛŜ   
http://aquasam.qc.ca/?p=1766 
 

¶ May 7          London Aquaria Society Auction 

¶ May 19-21 CAOAC Aquatic Expo 2017, hosted by Hamilton & District Aquarium Society, at           
Holiday Inn Burlington Hotel & Conference Centre. Excellent speakers. 
For tickets & more see http://hdas.ca/convention       
(DETAILS PAGE 17) 

¶ Sept. 22-24 Cataclysm 2017 (Mid-West Catfish Show), http://catfish-cataclysm.com 

¶ CAOAC Newsletter https://www.caoac.ca/newsletter.html 
 

 
SCAAS Meetings & Programmes Spring 2017: 
 

¶ !ǇǊƛƭ о  ά¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ !ǉǳŀǎŎŀǇƛƴƎέ ōȅ !Ǌǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƻ 

¶ aŀȅ м  άtƻƴŘŜƳƻƴƛǳƳΥ 5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ hŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ¢Ǌŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅέ ōȅ {ŀǎƘŀ IǳƴǘŜǊ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 
Designer 

¶ June 5   άAnnual Elections for SCAAS Executiveέ & Summer BBQ-Potluck 

 

https://www.caoac.ca/calendar.html
http://www.1brass.com/
http://aquasam.qc.ca/?p=1766
http://hdas.ca/convention
http://catfish-cataclysm.com/
https://www.caoac.ca/newsletter.html
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Monday March  6   Ȱ4ÈÅ 

ȰArt of Aquascapingȱ 

The St Catharines and Area Aquarium 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ 

ƻŦ !ǉǳŀǎŎŀǇƛƴƎέ ōȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

competitive aquascaper Art Commisso 

April 3. This speaker incorporates a live 

demonstration on various aquascaping 

and planted aquarium layout 

techniques. It greatly surpasses a basic 

lesson on how to begin using real 

plants, by focusing on how to aquascape with visual impact, advice to design your own aquarium to 

strike a harmonious and cohesive whole result considering balance, depth, scale, suitability of plant life, 

ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ !ǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ н ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƻƴ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ 

{Ƙƻǿέ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǉǳŀǎŎŀǇŜŘ 

ǘŀƴƪΦ ¢ƘŜ άŀōƻǾŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŀƴƪέ ǘook about 8 hours for the 3 competitors to create together (see  link). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTFzpNBJp8o&feature=youtu.be 

The April meeting will also feature a beautiful 25cm cube tank, light, and wood which Art will use in his 

hands-on demo. The tank was generously supplied by Aqua Inspiration (see upper right). The finished 

scape will be auctioned off afterwards! Jar Show for April is Anabantids, Gouramis, Bettas and AOV (i.e., 

All Other Varieties, including plants). For the most up to date data on the St. Catharines & Area Society 

Events, please like and follow the official page at:  https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-

Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/ 

 

                                             
We are asking members if they have any suggestions or new ideas for the Executive. Compliments are 

welcome.  Please email your suggestions to Pat Shriner, 2nd vice-president and copy to Pat Bridges, 

membership chair (gpshriner@cogeco.ca ; tp.bridges@sympatico.ca). Written comments accepted. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTFzpNBJp8o&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Catharines-and-area-Aquarium-Society-565883823470381/
mailto:gpshriner@cogeco.ca
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