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My Life as a Career Woman and a Single Seahorse Parent

For a long time now, | have kept freshwater figtvertebrates and am currently keepifgur reef tanks

with all sorts of marine life. The Lined Seahdtdppocampus erectliss a relatively new and fun

addition to my fish room. The genus tertdippocampusis derived from the Ancient Greek word

bhippog G KA OK (NI yaf kanfod BXKAK2 NE IS 0IKERIME mg'tellba ST+ Y2
you the story of balancing my busy work life, two children and raising my very own baby sea monsters.



Generally, in terms of seahorse husbandry, the mediulm NES [ Ay SR { S| K2rseBS A a |
species to maintain in the aquarium environment in that they are robustremidcomplicated to feed.

They are also a lot of fun because they are social creatditeracting not only with each other, but

also with you. This particular specieffers the widest range of colours,& G KS& G YA NNEBNE (KS
their environment, including their preferred hitching posts (i.e., objects they cling to) and one another.

Their colour spectrum may range from duller browns and greys to varying urfiqdes of green,

brown, yellow, white, grey, orange, pink and red. These seahorses grow to abouti2@cén 0 I Yy R
GLINBFSNE ¢ GSNI Sk LI8NDbul aethdSwild, Bva in sutfogicddio temperate

waters. This species is native t@tAtlantic Ocean from Nova Scotia, Canada down the Eastern

seaboard of the USA, the Caribbean Sea and beyond to Uruguay, South A@méniczaptivity, a 30g

tank would be the smallest tank in which to suitably house a pair. Seahorses are vertical sgyigsone

the tall tanks are best for them and, as they are neither strong swimmers nor competitive feeders, they

are perhaps best kept in a species only tank, but with careful research compatibility, they can be housed
with others. | keep mine with some @fish which resemble elongated seahorsese( photo beloyv (3)

| was enthusiastic to breed my seahorses again, but had become well aware of the massive time
commitment involved from past experiences. There is a learning curve. | now feel | havedcqui

enough experience breeding them such that | can offer some useful advice. My male has given birth
before but if you are not home at the time of birth, the results may well be dismal in that the fry may be
sucked into the filter. Countdntuitively, | find the more babies he has, the less survive. This may be
because a smaller batch results in healthier fry or because too many fry in theogtdank leads to
overstocking issues. | feed my mature seahorses small live grass shrimp and beligge teesds to

healthier specimens and offspring. While raising Lined Seahorse fry is by no means simple, and there are
many ways to raise them, my personal challenge was to devise a process that would dovetail with my
demanding work schedule as | work 1&uh nightshifts, 7 days consecutively.



Seahorses are unique aquatic

creatures in that they remain with
the same mating partner for life.
The seahorse couple charmingly
nuzzle heads every morning as a
means of reaffirming their

relationship to one another4) Female transfers eggs to male pouch

Sexing a seahorse is as simple as

establishing the presence of a : ;

brood pouch.Only males have a | l
pouch visible in the lower front of

the abdomen beIOW the anal fln Brood pouch of male remains open for six seconds Pouch cosed
Breeding them is not difficult Lisca i

LINE JARSR GKSe& af
wintertime, you ca leave the tank
lights on longer to simulate spring
as a means of encouraging mating P00
(See mating dance U1 :
https://www.facebook.com/St

Catharinesand-areaAquarum- 52500 baby seahorses kb o
Society56588382347038)/ My

pair mated before long and the

female accomplished the transfer
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on the substrate. When successful, the gestatieniod of the Hippocampus Erectus male is about 18

days, but this may varys) See the overall lifecycle of the seahorse at rightr have a detailed look at

the following slide showhttps://prezi.com/wsw27scdnadx/lifeycleof-a-seahorse/

Pouch open

babies develop into adults

When the seahorse father expelled the babies from his polithiediately turned off the filters and
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seahorse birthing videbttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaBOtjo zk He gave birth to 32 fry and

16 survived. Filters, wave makers, and protein skimmers are all dangerous to the friajl. tiile the
aSFK2NBES LI NByia R2yQld asSSy G42 oS I NrRal G2 GKS ¥
Pipefish are slightly more aggressive than seahorses and excellent hunters. | proceeded to scoop out

the babies with a plastic cup and rexea them to a 5 gallon bucket. | had planned ahead and set up a

10 gallon growout tank which was cycled and ready to go as part of my design to streamline the

efficiency of breeding the seahorses. This 10 gallon tank is bare bottom (no sand) for eageeitf

cleaning, with plenty of live rock and blade graSaylerpa prolifera macroalgaeMacroalgae (i.e.,

large aquatic photosynthetic plants) grows on the live rock and offers the babies many places to hitch on

to right away. | also incorporated anety of plastic tank décor in the fry tank for this purpose. All
ASFK2NES&a> FTNRY (GKS 0S3IAyyAy3da 2F GKSAN f A@gSaz ySS
they are resting. Not having these resting places is actually stressful for thdditionally, both the live
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rock and the macroalgae serve to keep the tank water clean over time. | would need every bit of help to
ensure very clean tank water. The smaller fry tank makes it simpler for them to find their brine shrimp
food and there ardnarmful pests (i.e. hydroids and/or aiptasia nuisance anemone) that can hitchhike

on the brine shrimp eggs. You would not want these pests in your display tank but they are more easily
controlled for in the fry tank. | treat the 10g tank wigenbendzole(brand name oPanacuy when

those pests start showing up (and they will) at a dose of 1mg/gallon every other day x 3 doses.

Before adding the seahorse babies, | t@ak half of the water in my 10 gallon fry tank and replaced it
with some waterfry G KSANJ LI NBy i Qa Glyl® LT @2dz R2 y2i KI @S
aAvyLi}e FAEE F wmn Frtt2y Gyl 6A0GK 61 G§SNJI SYyGiANBt e
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with currents. For that reason, | relied on two air lines with only hard tubing to aerate their tank and

waited until the bales became larger before adding small sponge filters to these air lines. Thegtow

tank was equipped with a T5 light on the top to keep the blade grass growing.

Seahorses do not have stomachs and it is recommended that they are fed four times per @dayand
minimum twice a day. Many seahorse breeders vacuum the fry tank after each feeding of live food to
maintain water quality. The small volume of water in the fry tank means that any frozen food not eaten
will rapidly translate into a dangerous spikethe ammonia level. Pristine water quality is vital.



Both feeding and ensuring excellent water quality are demanding of your time as the bréexler.
simplify feeding the fry and meet their need for four feedings per day, | ugé&dh Continuous Hatch ‘N
Feedelbrine shrimp hatcherysge hatchery video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCVe ikNeYAlt
provided a constant supply of brine shrimp in the aquariu
for 1213 hours per day while | wasvay at work. To keep
the hatchery working, 1 only had to add a scoop of brine
shrimp eggs dalily. It is preferable to have two hatcheries
ready to use because when one becomes dirty it can be
removed and the other one can take over. Ensure you sta
the newclean hatchery 24 hours before you remove the di
one such that the fry are never wanting for food. Each
hatchery typically required cleaning every 3lays.

At 8 weeks of age, | started converting the fry from the bri
shrimp dietto frozen mysis. @ accomplish this, | set a small
clear, glass bowl with high sides in the centre of the tank a
used a large hard plastic tube with a turkey baster to place
the finely chopped up mysis shrimp into it. Soon a baby
seahorse would find and sample the mysismp and the others woulébllow suit. The transition to

eating mysis should be a gradual process, so | continued to offer brine shrimp in the tank all the while.
The small bowl was instrumental when used as a feeder station instead of sprinklmgstsearound

the aquarium as this served to keep the tank clean by enabling me to easily remove the bowl and any
uneaten food. | would put the mysis

shrimp in the bowl in the morning and
remove both the bowl and any remaining
uneaten food in it in the eveng.

Generally, my fry tank required cleaning
minimallytwice a week | would clean

| the tank and restock the shrimp hatchery
NAIKG o0ST2NB af A3aKda 2dz
way the shrimp hatchery wadd have time

to work ovenight and create more hbme
shrimp fa the fryto eat the next day.

My procedure for cleaning the greaut

tank involvedwo 5gbuckets. One bucket
housed the items in the tank such as the
hatcheries, rocks, plants and sponge

filters that required scrubbing. The other buckeduld be filledwith 5gof water siphoned from the fry
tank totemporarily house the babies. The fry were removed carefully with a plastic cup to the housing
bucket and later placed backtineir growout tank by the same means after cleaning was complete.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCVe_ikNeVA

| would scrulall the items and even use my fingers to
clean the macroalgae. All the old water would be empti
out of the tank and the aquarium would be completely
scrubbed down. After the grow out tank was clean and
the décor, rocks, plants, hatcheries, air linasl aponges
set back in place, it would theretiime to add back about
5gof water. Now, if the fry are younger than one month s
of age, my recommendation is to add 5 gallons of wateiss
AALK2YSR FTNRY (KS LI NByi ¢
month, you havehe option of mixing new saltwate5(G
1.0201.022) to add to the groveut tank @ RA (i 2 NX) {
FecificGravity orS.G measures the relative salinity or
amount of dissolved salts in the tank water versus pure
water. Most hobbyists use a simgiigdrometer or a
refractometer to measure salinit)When the aquarium is
half-way full with new water, the seahorse babies, and
the water they have been temporarily housed in, may b
added back to fill up the remainder of the tank.

When the babies grewiiger and were completelgonverted to frozen food, | transferred them to an
establishedd5gaquarium. The 45g has a sponge cover on the intake of the filter and the filter is the only
water movement for this tank. There are no wave makers or puwigesoe\er to prevent over

agitation. | do not usérine shrimp as food in the 45 as to prevent any pestikeaiptasia (i.e. a

nuisance anemone) or hydroids from invading via the brine shrimp eggs-enbendazolaeatment

to control the pests will harm miywertebrates and corals so | do not use it in the 45 gallon.

YSSLIAYy3 aSIK2NBRS FRdz da Aa y2i O2 Y¢SA@ad SROS A (R 2
puffers are messy eaters! The exgnce of raising the frwas thoroughly an enjoyablghallenge and

it was aspecial moment to réntroduce them to their parents at 4 months of age. The paree&sred

to rejoice andhe father carefilly examined each bak{gee videdttps://www.facebook.com/St
Catharinesand-areaAquariumSociety565883823470381/ Seahorses are very social and it seems the

Y2NBE GKS YSNNASNI §KS& | N5 @ wil be@i@i&ilt for&n®® Ma&melthéni, I OK SR
odzi | ySOS&aalNEB adSLd L LAYy G2 1 SvBdspedidlyfongdfF o KA OK
onely I Y SR yWa dzi ¥4Ba&e)c she has a home, not only in my aquarium, but also in my heart.

Article & Seahorse PhotoBy: Darlyn Kerner
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Much Ado AboutFish:Upcoming Events

1 *CAOAC EVENMmSps://www.caoac.ca/calendar.html

T Apr2 Barrie Region Aquarium Society Aubttpr/www.l1lbrass.com/

T Apr9 Durham & Region Aquarium Society Aquariama

T Apr1415 Pet Expo

1 Apr22 Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction

1 Apr30 a2y idNBFt !ljdz- NAdzy {20ASGe ! dzOGA2yk {20ASi
http://aquasam.qc.ca/?p=1766

1 May7 London Aguaria Society Auction

1 May 1921 CAOAC Agquatic Expo 2QThidsted by Hamilton & Disict Aquarium Societyat
Holiday Inn Burlington Hotel & Conference Centre. Excellent speakers.
For tickets & moreseehttp://hdas.ca/convention
(DETAILS PAGH 17

1 Sept. 2224 Cataclysm 2017 (MMV/est Catfish Showittp://catfish-cataclysm.com
1 CAOAC Newslettdattps://www.caoac.ca/newsletter.html
SCAAS Meetings & Programmes Spring 2017
T ' LINAE o GCKSE! BB PRI! [jazr¥ D& &R Yy 3
T al & wm Gt 2y RSY2yAdzYY 5SaA3yAy3a Iy hlaia 2F ¢NI

Designer
1 June 5 6Annual Elections for SCAAS ExecutifeSummer BB@otluck
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Monday March 6 O4 E A
OArt of Aquascaping 6

The St Catharines and Area Aquarium
{20ASG@ LINBaSyida Ftt I
2F lljdzr a0l LAAy3é o6& Gl
competitive aquascaper Art Commisso
April 3. This speaker incorporates a live
demonstration on various aquascaping
and planted aquarium layout
techniques. It greatly surpasses a basic
lesson on how to begin using real
plants, by focusing on how to aquascape with visual impact, advice to design your own aquarium to
strike a harmonious and cohesive whole result considering balance, depth, scalejisu&plant life,
dzaS 2F O2f2dz2NE STFFSOGABS dzaS 2F &L} OS> IyR KIFNRaoO
{K2gé 0G0 tFa0 b20SYoSNDRA !ljdzr iA0O 9ELISNASYOS LyidSN
GFryl1® ¢KS 4l o dekabodt 8 yoyisfof the Jicbnypitifors o create édiger see link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TFzpNBJp8o&feature=youtu.be
The April meeting will also feature a beautiful 25cm cube tank, light, and wood which Art will use in his
handson demo. The tank was generously supplied by Aqua Inspiration (see upper right). The finished
scape will be auctioned off afterwards! Jar ShowApril is Anabantids, Gouramis, Bettas and AQV (i.e.,
All Other Varieties, including plant&or the most up to date data on the St. Catharines & Area Society
Events please like and follow the officiphge at: https://www.facebook.com/SiCatharinesand-area
AquariumSociety565883823470381/

0

We are aking member# they have any suggestions or new ideas for thecktive Compliments are
welcome. Pleaseemailyour suggestions to Pat Shrinef? gicepresident and copy to Pat Bridges,
membership chairdpshriner@cogecoa; tp.bridges@sympatico.¢aWritten comments accepted.
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